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that they were the descendants of the  early  Aryan   nomads
of Sapta-Sindhu, called Sarpas, who had been driven out of it.
On the borders   of  Makran  are  the   plains  of  Gressia,   the
ancient Gedrosia, which was probably named after the Aryan
nomads known as the Garudas  or the Syenas.    The Garadas
and the Sarpas were at constant war with one another in ancient
times, the former more advanced than the latter, and in   sym-
pathetic touch with the settled   Aryans of  Sapta-Sindhu.    It
is said that Garuda  or  Syena,   the  chief  of the  tribe,   first
brought the Soma plant from heaven* or the lofty  heights  of
the Mujavat peak in the Himalaya, and gave it to   the Vedic
Aryans who were thus enabled to perform the Soma sacrifice.
It is related in the Puranas that the Soma used to be guarded
by the Sarpas ; but Canada defeated them and  carried   it to
the plains of Sapta-Sindhu.    We have seen  in  the  Rgveda
that the Sorna plant used to be brought from the   mountains
for sale by savage tribes whom the civilised Aryans hated for
their ill-bred manners and irreligious life, and pitied   for   not
performing   the   Soma   sacrifice,   although   they   were   the
purveyors of the plant, and brought it to the markets for sale.
Probably these savage tribes were the Sarpas and the Garudas,
some  of  whom   having  been   driven   out  of  Sapta-Sindhu,
afterwards settled in  the   wilds  of  Baluchistan,   Persia  and
even Southern India,    For,   we   find   mention   made   in   the
Mah4bh4rata of the fact of the migration of the Sarpas,  with
the assistance of the Garudas, to an island   which,   for aught
we know, might have been the lost Southern Continent.    In
the R&m&ya^a, we find Jatiyus, the king of the birds,   as   an
ally of King Dagaratha of Kosala, and reigning  in  Southern
India near Jauasth&na.    He made a supreme effort to   rescue
Sltft from the clutches of Rivajgia, when he was carrying  hei
off! but failed and lost his life in the  attempt*    Samp&tS,  the
brother of Jat&yus, was reigning at this time at the  southern-
most point of the Indian Peninsula near the sea-shore. These
stories go to show that some of the Garudas and  the   Sarpas
might also have migrated to Southern India*